WWII HISTORY EXHIBIT WILL VISIT ENDERLIN WEDNESDAY, MAY 5th, AS PART OF STATEWIDE TOUR
  

A traveling exhibit that tells the story of North Dakota and other Midwest soldiers and airmen held as prisoners of war (POWs) in Nazi Germany will visit sites throughout North Dakota during late April and early May, coinciding with the 65th anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe. 
From April 25 to May 5 exhibits, related programs and other activities in 16 communities across the state will reflect on how World War II affected the American Heartland and the lasting legacies of the European theater of that global conflict. Although the quiet North Dakota prairies seem a world away from the horrors of war, WWII forever changed the lives of the state's residents, and the role their nation plays in the world. 
Starting with a History Marathon at the State Capitol Grounds in Bismarck on Sunday, April 25, the mobile BUS-eum exhibit "Behind Barbed Wire: Midwest POWs in Nazi Germany, 1943-45" will begin a two-week tour around North Dakota; a tour schedule can be found at www.TRACES.org ; click on "programs". The tour BUS-eum will visit Enderlin on Wednesday, May 5th, from 1 to 4 p.m. on Railway Street in front of the City Auditorium and the Museum.  The visit to Enderlin is sponsored by the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum, Inc. with additional funding provided by the VFW.
  

Underwritten by a State Historical Society of North Dakota grant and co-sponsored by MiND [Museums in North Dakota] the series "War Comes to the Peace Garden: North Dakotans Reflect on WWII" includes projects to preserve local histories of the era, as well as programming to honor and popularize those stories among those who have followed what some call the Greatest Generation. 
  

In addition to showing the BUS-eum, an in-depth narrated Power Point program and related video will be shown as follows:

VANISHED: German-American Civilian Internment, 1941-48

2:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the City Auditorium

From 1941 to 1948 the U.S. Government interned some 15,000 German-American civilians, including women, children and men, as well as Latin-American Germans, including some Jewish refugees who had fled the Nazis. One of these camps stood outside of Bismarck, near the current airport, at then-Fort Lincoln. 

In conjunction with the tour, local hosts will be showing displays of their communities' ties to WWII and complementing the overall project in other ways. For more information, visit www.TRACES.org or contact the TRACES staff. 
  

About TRACES 
The BUS constitutes only one project of TRACES Center for History and Culture, which gathers, preserves and presents stories of Midwesterners’ encounters with Germans or Austrians between 1933 and 1948. Out of that legacy, it documents the effects of hatred and war, and explores alternatives to intolerance and armed conflict. Above all, it offers educational outreach. Many of the stories it preserves and popularizes have lain beneath the dust left in the wake of a World War most never thought touched the American Heartland. TRACES brushes away that dust, unearthing an amazing legacy. Its mission admonishes that as “we learn about these stories, may we rise above–and eventually defeat–the prejudices, fears and conflicts that otherwise demean and destroy us”. Contact event organizer MichaelLuickThrams@yahoo.com or 651.373.9673 about the larger speaking and exhibit tour. 
  

About Michael Luick-Thrams 
An Iowa farmboy whose people came to the Midwest in 1806, Michael Luick-Thrams teaches about history and, more recently, organic gardening and alternative energy as remedies to social problems and partial answers to the Great Questions. He concurrently serves as the Executive Director of TRACES Center for History and Culture, based in St. Paul [www.TRACES.org], and the Burr oak Center for Durable Culture in Western Iowa’s Loess Hills [www.TRACES.org/green]. 
About additional underwriters 
Hoglund Bus of Monticello, Minnesota, is supporting the BUS-eum, as are local AmericInn Lodges around the Upper Midwest, during the duration of the spring 2010 tour. 
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