DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The following article appeared in the October 2, 1919 Enderlin Independent.  Probably the more interesting part of this article is the terminology used and the problems that law enforcement had back in the early days of statehood.
TWO MOBS OF YEGGS WORKING IN THE STATE

W. C. McFadden of Fargo, secretary of the North Dakota Bankers’ association, the first of the week addressed a warning to every banker in the state to guard against the possibility of bank robberies.


“Every member of the Bankers’ association should notify renters of safety deposit boxes that Liberty bonds and other negotiable securities should be turned over to the bank to be kept for safe keeping in the bank safe, and same should be insured,” advises Mr. Mc.Fadden.


Every precaution should be taken for the next month.  Night watchmen should be put on in all towns and villages.


“Look out for daylight holdups also.  Two mobs of yeggs are working in the state.”

Sue’s comments: Yeggs…. Now that is an interesting word! The Miriam-Webster Online Dictionary says the word originated in 1903 and meant “safecracker or robber.
From the same issue of the paper, we find the following information in the School News section:
“The six electric clocks ordered in the summer have been received and placed in several of the grade rooms.  These are controlled by the master clock in the high school rooms and insure uniform time throughout the building.  As it has been previously, it has been impossible to keep the various clocks together and more or less confusion resulted thereby.”
In the same School News article we find the following information: 


“A committee was elected to inquire into the question of teachers’ unions and organizations, to gather data on the subject and to report at a later meeting.  There is a general feeling among teachers that the cause of education can be greatly advanced by a stronger and closer union of the teachers.”

Sue’s comments:  Now we know when our local teacher’s union was probably started.  Also, I find it interesting that already in 1919 they had the technology to connect all the clocks in the school to a master clock to synchronize the time!

