DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
With field work to begin soon, the following article may be of interest to our area farmers!  It appeared in the April 7, 1904 Ransom County Independent published in Enderlin.
TREATMENT FOR SMUT

Smut in wheat and oats is doing more damage than most farmers realize – not only in decreasing the yield but injuring the quality of the grain and consequently bringing much less price when sold.

CAUSE OF SMUT

Smut is propagated by the smut spores which live over winter on the seed grain, not in the soil, and attack the grain when it sprouts.  It has been proven by trials at the different State Experimental Stations and by practical farmers that the smut in seed grain, when properly treated by a weak solution of Formaldehyde – will be killed, and the crop grown from such seed will be free from smut.
Method of treatment

For Wheat a forty per cent solution of Formaldehyde can be bought in almost any drug store.  Take one pound of this and mix it thoroughly in a barrel (45 gallons) of water – spread the wheat six inches deep on the barn floor or in a wagon box – sprinkle over enough of the solution to wet the surface of every kernel of wheat – shovel over the grain a few times while being sprinkled so to insure that every kernel is moistened.  After the grain is treated spread out thin or stir occasionally to aid in drying and prevent heating.

OATS AND BARLEY

Oats and Barley are treated the same as Wheat, only will require more liquid to wet the husks in a thorough manner, so to kill the smut seeds.  It is well to treat the grain two or three days before sowing so as to give time to dry out.  When ready to seed, set the drill open a little wider to allow for swelling of the grain.

FLAX WILT

Flax seed can be treated for Flax Wilt by the same solution as given above for Wheat, only do not use so much – Flax Seed should be sprinkled with a fine spray and hoed or shoveled over, and not wet enough to make the seeds glue together, then spread thin to dry. 
Sue’s comments:  You will need to get a head start if you will be using this treatment! You may also want to reconsider because when I looked up information on formaldehyde I found this: Formaldehyde is a colorless gas compound (HCHO) that is known as a carcinogen, meaning that it causes cancer. It is an allergen that can also irritate your eyes, mucous membranes (eyes, nose and throat) and the upper respiratory system. It can also cause headaches, rashes, hives  (blistery, white, and itchy), dizziness, nausea, and chronic fatigue. Some other symptoms include: heart palpitations, ear infections, trouble sleeping, memory loss, trouble focusing, depression, weakness, migraines, abdominal pain, aching joints and muscles, and difficulty breathing.  I wonder how many of our early farmers suffered the effects of the use of these types of recommended solutions.
