DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week, we have a couple of news articles out of Sheldon, more or less on the lighter side.  The first one is taken from the August 18, 1904 issue of The Ransom County Independent published in Enderlin.
Robbery Reported at Sheldon this Morning
Fargo Forum – Monday, Aug. 15
A daring robbery was committed in Sheldon last night.  The Burgess dry goods store was broken into and several hundred dollars worth of goods stolen.  The robbers effected an entrance into the store by breaking a large plate glass window in the front.  It is supposed that the robbery was committed very early in the morning.  No one has reported to the police having heard the glass being broken.

Sheriff A.C. Cooper of Ransom County was notified as soon as the robbery had been discovered and is working on several clues.  So far as known the following is a list of the articles stolen from the store:  About half a dozen waist patterns, several dozen neckties, $30 worth of mocha gloves and half a dozen felt hats.

The police of the surrounding towns have been notified of the robbery.




________________________________
The second article is taken from the September 29, 1904 issue of The Ransom County Independent published in Enderlin.  However The Independent reprinted the article from The Sheldon Progress.


Two traveling gentlemen went to bed one night last week in a straw pile on Jake Kaspari’s farm and forgot to leave a call.  Jake was around next morning before they were and, unaware that he was entertaining guests, set a match to the straw.  The traveling gentlemen traveled very fast for a few minutes.
___________________________________
Sue’s comments:   I find the type of items taken in the robbery to be amusing!  It makes me wonder what the robber planned to do with them, especially the “waist” (bodice) patterns!  I did not find mention in any later papers if they ever caught the culprit.  The second article makes you wonder if Jake was aware that the guys were there in the straw pile before he lit it on fire!  Sounds like the good old “traveling salesmen” stories!
