DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
As a relatively new frontier town, Enderlin also had its share of problems with not-so-law-abiding citizens as evidenced by this article in the August 18, 1904 edition of the Ransom County Independent.  The second article about Lucca was found in the June 26, 1905 Independent.
DRUNKEN ROW
 
Early Tuesday morning residents in the neighborhood of 3rd avenue were aroused from their slumbers by a drunken brawl which was a disgrace to our town.  Loud and foul talk was freely indulged in and fighting.

It was evident that all had been imbibing too much liquor and the question naturally arises, “Where do they get it?”


Until the past two or three weeks our city has for the past year been remarkably free from all signs of liquor selling, but of late the perennial bootlegger has been getting in his work, as evidenced by the many drunken men seen daily on our streets.


As a sequel to the above climax States Attorney Kvello came up from Lisbon yesterday and examined a number of witnesses regarding violations of the prohibition law.  The evidence was taken verbatim and the states attorney promises that after a more careful examination he will issue a few warrants.  And when he does there will be several new boarders with Sheriff Cooper, for Mr. Kvello intends to prosecute these cases for all they are worth and if he doesn’t convict one or more of these “barnacles” he will have some of the witnesses under a perjury charge.
__________________________________

TOO MUCH CHARIVARI


Mr. Wm. Baker informs the Independent that, owing to a report which gained circulation around Lucca – but which was NOT true – that Mr. Christ Bruss, who lives on Mr. Wm. Baker’s farm two miles west of Lucca, had been married, a crowd from Lucca went out to Charivari him last Sunday night.

The “supposed” groom was absent and only a younger brother was at home when the self-invited guests arrived.  The boy heard them coming and blew out all the lights when the crowd began generally to demolish things.  Mr. Baker says they clubbed and smashed the sides of the house, went up on the roof and tore off the shingles, stuffed the stove pipes with hay which filled the rooms with smoke, driving the boy into the cellar, where he nearly suffocated.


Mr. Baker knows several of the gang and says unless they call on him and settle for the damage done before next Tuesday, he will have them arrested and prosecuted.
__________________________________

Sue’s comments:  Perhaps the word “Charivari” is new to most of the younger generation. Wikipedia uses the following definition: “Charivari or shivaree was originally a French folk custom, a noisy mock serenade for newlyweds. Charivari is the original French word, and is used in both English and French in Canada, while shivaree is used in the United States.  In charivari, people of the local community gather around to celebrate a marriage, gathering outside the window of the couple. They bang metal implements or use other items to create noise in order to keep the couple awake all night. Sometimes they wear disguises or masks.”

