DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
With baseball season fully upon us, I thought you might enjoy this article from the 
April 28, 1904 edition of The Ransom County Independent.  
PLAY BALL
An Enthusiastic Meeting – A Committee Appointed – A Paid Team of Crackerjacks
 
A meeting of baseball fans was held at Reed’s barber shop last evening at which a committee was appointed to solicit funds for a team for the coming season.  It seemed to be the consensus of opinion that we ought to have a “crackerjack” team this year, and to that end it was thought best to hire about seven players, have partially enclosed grounds, erect a large grand stand and charge an admission fee of 25 cents to all games.  Those who have investigated the matter say that such a course will pay all the expenses of the team and leave a nice sum in the treasury at the end of the season.

The location of the grounds and the subject of Sunday base ball was extensively discussed.  The soliciting committee was authorized to see Mr. Kaber and if possible secure a diamond on the old race track south of town.
Sue’s comments:  I find it interesting that the early-day baseball fanatics were willing to hire players to guarantee them a winning team but were debating the issue of “Sunday baseball”!  Also, that first ball park evidently was not where our current Hendrickson Field is located.  Does anyone know where the “old race track south of town” would have been located.  It is interesting that Enderlin was only 13 years old at the time but they had an “old race track”! What did they race?  

__________________________________

From the same issue of the Independent, we find these interesting bits of information.


The improvements at the mill are progressing rapidly under the direction of an expert millwright from the cities and Mr. Munt informs us that they will be turning out a larger amount than ever before of their celebrated Enderlin Best Flour in about two weeks.

__________________________________


Messrs. P. J. Boyle and T. J. Corcoran came in from their farms last Tuesday to make a few purchases preparatory to seeding operations.  Both gentlemen left an order for printed stationery with the Independent.

__________________________________


Willis Wylie of Valley City, who has the contract for the excavating and hauling for Enderlin’s new school house, started on that work yesterday noon.  
(This was the first brick school building for Enderlin; it burned in 1933.)
__________________________________

Watch for more history when we will find out what happened with the “crackerjack” ball team plan!

