DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The May 26, 1904 edition of The Ransom County Independent, gives us some insight as to the results of the newly-organized “ball team”.
GETTING EVEN
Our Ball Team Gives Lisbon a Drubbing Such as We Got Last Year – Then Some


The game on the home grounds last Sunday was an overwhelming defeat for the visitors – 19 to 2.

A goodly contingent came over from the county seat, including the celebrated First Regiment band, to see their sluggers do things to the locals and they were good rooters, too.


The visitors were first at bat and when, by a bunch of errors, Hanson crossed the home plate those rooters gave the roof of the grandstand a severe strain, but it stayed on and thereafter they never had an incentive to enthuse.  They got in one more score in the second after which a string of beautiful round ones recorded their score in the totals column.

Our fellows pounded out five in the first, two in the second, then rested for a couple of innings and knocked out ONLY twelve in the fifth.  That was enough and they practiced bunting for the balance of the game.


Ford was in great form and was ably backed by Bobby with the pillow.  With sixteen strikeouts and only three safe hits he didn’t give the boys in the garden much chance for grand stand plays, but they were “Johnny on the spot” when called upon.


In justice to the Lisbon team, it must be said that Hanson, their crack pitcher, had a game arm and had to quit after two innings.  Skiffington, a high school boy, took his place and did very well.  Several other of their best men could not come, so the county-seaters think they can even things up in the return game which will be played on the Lisbon diamond this coming Saturday.  

The Lisbon team are a gentlemanly lot of fellows and it is always a pleasure to play with them – win or lose.
ENDERLIN vs. TOWER CITY


On the local diamond this afternoon – 22 to 0 – favor of locals. ‘Nuf Sed.
____________________________
Sue’s comments:  The writers for the early papers certainly wrote to entertain as well as inform with their flowery and descriptive language! 

 I guess they did get a ball park and a grandstand built in about two weeks, which we found out last week was their plan!  Their team of “crackerjacks” accomplished what the organizers wanted them to do – avenge a prior loss to rival Lisbon! 
