DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week we will continue with excerpts from letters written in Norwegian to John Moen (Muriel Hamre’s father) in the years 1901-1904, before he came from Norway to America.  Muriel Hamre translated these special letters.  



***************************************************************

May 1904

Nome, ND
Dear Brother John, 
 Heartfelt thanks for your letter.  We see you are coming to America, and we are so glad!  You can live better here than in the old country.  And, America is full of pretty girls!  In Ole’s letter you ask how many clothes should you bring.  Take along your wool underwear and stockings; it gets cold in America.  Take two or three shirts so you can change.  Don’t buy any new clothes there – when you come here you will want to dress like an American.  It would be a waste of money.  Yah, now I quit.  Ole writes more.  Live well then John.  We will soon get to welcome you.  You will be on the train 4 or 5 days and come to Nome and that is only a Norsk mile from the farm where we live.





Sister Marie

May 1904

Nome, ND

Dear Brother-in-Law John,  
We received your letter and see you are coming to America this summer.  Yah, you can double your wages here – you can get a job as a hired man on a farm.  You could make $26.00 a month from 1st of April to 1st of Dec.  You can get more work later on for $1.00 a day!  In harvest $2.00 a day.  Come early summer, that’d be the best.  The ticket from Norway will be about 235 Kroner – that’d be $65.  Right now it is $60.  Take along your woolen underwear and stockings.





Greetings from Ole




*******************************************************************

Muriel’s notes:  John departed from Norway June 30, 1904 from Christiania on the ship named Oscar II.  He landed in New York on July 11, 1904.  He came to Nome, ND to his Aunt and Uncle, the Pedar Roe’s, and his sister Marie (Mrs. Ole Roe).
Sue’s Comments:  Does your family have an interesting “Journey Story” to tell?  We are collecting those stories and family histories at the Museum.  These stories will then be preserved in our archives for researchers and future generations!  Your story can be as simple as a listing of your ancestral family tree with birthplaces and birthdates or as elaborate as a complete family history of your family line.  It can be handwritten, printed or typed or sent electronically.  Your “Journey Story” may be sent to the following address:  Enderlin Historical Society and Museum, Inc., 13296 55th St. SE, Enderlin, ND 58027 or e-mailed to info@enderlinmuseum.org  
