DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The following article appeared in the October 20, 1904 issue of the Ransom County Independent.  Fires were a frequent occurrence in the early days but this fire had an interesting twist as you will find in the second part of the article.



***************************************************************

An Old Land Mark Gone

     Last Saturday morning at about 5:30 our citizens were aroused by the ominous alarm of fire, which proved to be a fierce blaze in the Oehlke livery barn.  By the time help was available and the fire apparatus at work, the entire building was a mass of flames which there was no hope of extinguishing.

     Fortunately the fire originated in the hay loft and the employees of the place had time to get all the horses and buggies out of the barn, but a large quantity of oats, hay, harness and robes were consumed in the building, making estimate loss of two thousand eight hundred dollars.

     The fire department were promptly on hand and although nothing could be done toward saving the barn, they kept the adjoining buildings wet down, minimizing the chances of the fire spreading.

     The barn burned with incredible fierceness and was completely consumed at 7 o’clock, an hour and a half after the first alarm was given.

________________________

     Last Thursday afternoon Gus Oehlke completed a deal whereby he became the owner of a quarter section of land three miles northeast of town and the Ransom County Immigration Association became the owner of his livery barn business.  The day following Messrs. Fausett and Severson purchased the stock and livery business from the Immigration Association and leased the building for three years, the intention being to transfer control of the business Saturday morning.  Providence intervened, however, and while the new proprietors cannot take possession of the old barn, we understand the Immigration Association will immediately begin the erection of a new and better building, entirely fireproof on the razed site, which Messrs. Fuasett and Severson will occupy.
****************************************
Sue’s Comments:  I must say that was an interesting time for a fire to take place, right after the property had been sold!  Does anyone have information as to where the livery barn was located? 
 We are still collecting family histories.  Many people from out of town have been stopping by the Museum to reminisce or search out information on their ancestors.  If anyone has duplicate copies of Enderlin School yearbooks for the years from 1950 forward or the years before 1929 which they would like to donate to the Museum, please let us know.  We also will accept yearbooks from neighboring communities such as Alice, Nome, and Sheldon.  Yearbooks are a valuable resource for people researching their family lines. 

