DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
As we promised in last week’s column, we now share an article on boys’ basketball from The 1929 ENODAK !



***************************************************************

BOYS’ BASKET BALL
“When coach Gronningen made a call for basket-ball players last fall he was somewhat disheartened.  There was plenty of enthusiasm and there were enough boys trying for the team.  But – (perhaps that little word should more often be written, “but” because of the jolt it so often delivers) – there was only one “letterman” in the entire squad.  That man was Wilbur Morsch, “Basket-Ball Bill”.  It was “Bill” that kept the coach from jumping off the water-tower some dark night, for he is one of those players that can gladden the heart of the most pessimistic of coaches.  Soon things began to look brighter.  George Nelson at guard began to show up like an eagle protecting his nest and Paul Jacobson and Vernon Fredericks revealed that they were capable of a brand of basket-ball unusual with players of so little experience.  The boys played only seven games because several contests were cancelled on account of impassable roads made so by the deep snows.  Sheldon, our ancient basket-ball enemy, was twice humbled by decisive scores.  To Tower City we lost by one point and to Nome by a three point margin.  Lisbon, the team that later played in the regional tournament against Fargo in the finals, was too strong for us and they defeated us by decisive scores.  Our team entered the district tournament at Valley City but was turned back by the Teachers College High School.
Every year can not be the best basket-ball year in history.  There are fat years and lean years.  If our past season was a lean one, there is satisfaction in knowing the next year promises to be better.  True, Roy Marcussen, Lawrence Nelson, Morsch, Alfred Forbord and Iveson Wold will be lost to the team thru graduation but Vernon Fredericks, George Nelson, Neil and Edward Bjornstad, Paul Jacobson and Milton Bergstrom have developed greatly during the past year and the prospects for a good team next year are bright.”

****************************************
Sue’s Comments:  It is good to know the coach did not “jump off the water tower” for lack of a great team! As we know today, too, not every year can be the “best in history” but there is always optimism when looking at the prospects down the road! 1929 must have been a winter like the past one when scheduling was nearly impossible due to the weather!
 We are working hard at the Museum to create new exhibits to preserve Enderlin area history and make your visit to the Museum interesting and informative.  If you would like to volunteer your time or talents, let us know!  
Watch for more history next week!
