DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
From the May 11, 1905 Ransom County Independent we find the following article about the fate of some of the old businesses.



***************************************************************

ENDERLIN’S FIRST BAD FIRE
_____________

The Four Mill, Depot and Royal Elevator Annihilated by the Flames

______________

Last Sunday morning the large flour mill of Munt & Wilson, together with all its contents including flour and wheat, was destroyed by fire.  Shortly afterwards the Soo depot caught fire and burned to the ground and the Royal elevator, which was but a short distance from the depot, ignited from the intense heat and sparks, and it was also burned to the ground.
The fire alarm sounded about 4:30 o’clock in the morning and awakened many people who hastened to answer to the fearsome summons.  Fire had been discovered in the mill, but owing to the building being covered with steel it was some time before the flames broke out and much time was lost in locating the fire.  The fire apparatus was taken to the scene of action as soon as possible, but all efforts to subdue the flames were without avail, and in less than two hours the large building was a mass of ruins.

At 8 o’clock the alarm again sounded, calling the willing fire fighters from their breakfasts to again combat with the fire fiend.  This time the depot was on fire and in an incredibly short time was a mass of seething flames.  There was much oil, gasoline and other highly combustible material in the depot and it was a doomed structure from the first.  As soon as men and apparatus was on the ground every effort was turned to saving the elevator adjoining, but in spite of hard and constant work the elevator caught fire and no power could save it.

By heroic action on the part of a number of our citizens, the O. & M. elevator was saved and the ravages of the fire stopped.

This is the first really serious fire Enderlin has ever experienced and although individual effort did much, the necessity of a thoroughly organized fire department is for the first time brought vividly before us. Let this matter be considered seriously and such inducements offered to volunteers as will be an incentive to join and keep up necessary fire drill.
****************************************
Sue’s Comments:  It is interesting how this news article also contains some editorializing on the part of the writer as he admonishes the readers to take seriously the formation of a fire department.  Apparently this was a wake-up call because after half-hearted attempts to organize a fire department in 1903 & 1904, they finally succeeded in 1905 and the first fire hall was built in 1906 at the site of the present city hall.  A hook and ladder truck was purchased in 1907. (Above information on the fire department taken from the 1966 Enderlin Diamond Jubilee book.)
Watch for more history next week!
