DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
Among the collections of the Museum is a wonderful set of scrapbooks donated in the 1990’s by the John Erbstoesser family.  These scrapbooks are an amazing collection of newspaper clippings of obituaries, weddings, anniversaries, military news, and other news stories, most pertaining to Enderlin area people. Some of the information dates back to the 1930’s and continues up to the early 1980’s.  We are in the process of having these scrapbooks, which are quickly deteriorating, photocopied in an effort to preserve the information contained in them.  Eventually, we hope to create a computerized index to make it easier for researchers. 

The following article has a date of 1957 on it but it is unclear in which paper it was found.  Even though the picture is not very clear, it is apparent that technology has come a long way since then! 



***************************************************************

It takes Note of Planes and Birds
Skywatch Gets Electronic Ear
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Above – Mrs. August Erbstoesser, Enderlin Ground Observer Corps post supervisor, checks instructions for the new sound detection installation.


New sound detection equipment designed to aid in the detection and reporting of aircraft movements recently was installed for the Enderlin Skywatch post.  The equipment was installed by T/Sgt. Lowell A. Konradi of Jamestown, Air Force advisor for the Ground Observer posts and Skywatch program in this area.  It consists of a directional microphone housed in a garbage can sized fiber glass container, and an amplifier, loud speaker and control equipment.  The microphone is on a base in the back yard at the home of Mrs. August Erbstoesser, GOC post supervisor, and is connected with the rest of the equipment in a room in the Erbstoesser home.
****************************************
Sue’s Comments:  It is hard to believe this was going on right here in Enderlin!  Even though 1957 doesn’t seem that long ago to someone my age, I had to look up information about Operation Skywatch. This is what I learned: In the early 1950's the United States Air Force ran a civilian volunteer program called Operation Skywatch, in which the volunteer Ground Observation Corps manned Ground Observation Defense Posts 24 hours a day because radar warning systems had not yet been developed to effectively track low-flying aircraft. As a result, volunteer American citizens were asked to man a 24-hour sky watch at various locations. Suspicious air traffic was to be reported to the United States Air Force by telephone to alert major cities and military installations and prevent a sneak attack reminiscent of Pearl Harbor. Reference: Indianapolis Star - 17 Aug 1952 sec 2 pg 2 
 If you would like to look through the scrapbooks, be prepared to spend some time because they are very interesting.  
