DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The Museum is also home to a scrapbook of newspaper clippings from the 1940’s collected by Lillian Roehm. This book is also a treasure-house of information since most articles pertain to Enderlin area residents in the immediate post-war era.  Mrs. Roehm served as a local correspondent for The Fargo Forum during the mid 1940’s. The following article was found in the December 9, 1945 issue. 



***************************************************************

Laundry Business Swells Income of Enderlin Sergeant on Tinian

Taking advantage of the need of a laundry on Tinian Island and building his own equipment from available material, an Enderlin GI swelled the income of a man of his rank approximately $100 a month.  The soldier, Harold S. Johansen, recently discharged as a sergeant, saw possibilities for such an enterprise when he noted how dissatisfied the army personnel were with the natives’ method of doing laundry – dousing a bag containing the soiled clothes in hot water a few times, then taking it out and letting it dry.


Son of Mr. and Mrs. Torolf Johansen, Enderlin, the ex-sergeant says he had the only washing machine on the island of Tinian.  The tub of the machine was made of a bomb barrel for a 500 pound incendiary bomb; the bearings were from a Japanese bicycle, and the dasher was part of a Japanese stretcher.  The machine operated by wind-power – the power was created by a propeller in the wind.  There was, he added, always a high wind on Tinian, together with a temperature of about 100 degrees.  The blades of the propeller were made of plywood taken from bomb boxes, and the six-bladed affair looked like a miniature Dutch windmill.  


Johansen made the wringer out of two airplane gas hoses placed on pieces of pipe, with a bomb crank for a handle – it operated by hand.  Clothes pins, 200 of them, were fashioned of wood and wire.  The water he carried from a well, and heated it on a stove, also built by himself.  Soap was GI issue which the boys accumulated.


His partner in the laundry business, which lasted for four months, was Don Leadbetter, of Jackson, Tenn.  At the end of the war, men began to leave, so they discontinued their business.


A graduate of Enderlin high school, Johansen was attending the Wahpeton State School of Science when he entered service in November, 1941.  He has spent 21 months in Africa, India and on Tinian, as an aircraft mechanic and painter with the 20th bomber command.  The veteran plans to continue his education at Wahpeton.
****************************************
Sue’s Comments:  I looked up information about Tinian Island and learned that it is one of the three principal islands of the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands. It is perhaps best known for being the base from which the American atomic bomb attacks on Japan during World War II were launched.  
