DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week’s article is taken from the January 29, 1931 issue of The Enderlin Independent.  While we know things have changed a lot in the past 78 years, we also see some things that are still being discussed to this day! 
***************************************************************
Liberty Taxpayers Favor Consolidation of Counties

A meeting of unusual interest and one that may start a campaign for drastic changes in the administration of county affairs was held in the Liberty school house last night.  The meeting was called by the town and school boards of Liberty Township and the subject for discussion was “Tax Reduction.”  A large attendance was reported and a good representation from Moore, Greene and Casey townships was present.  Those present from Enderlin were Atty. C. G. Bangert and Commissioner Peder Hill.  Among the things discussed were reduction of county and township road levies, redistricting of commissioners districts, consolidation of Ransom and Sargent counties and reduction of county road machinery.

Liberty Township claims to have the highest assessed valuation of real estate of any township in Ransom County and feel that they are entitled to a cut in valuation of real estate of $15.00 per acre.


In the discussion of county and township road work, they went on record as favoring a 50 per cent reduction on road levies.  They were also of the opinion that the present plan of county road work entailed too much investment in county road machinery for the amount of work accomplished.  The argument in favor of lowering the road levy was that the present county road program was initiated at a time when farm products were selling at fair prices, and gave their opinion that road work be reduced until the present depression had subsided.


A resolution was passed favoring redistricting the county from five to three commissioner districts.


In discussing the reduction of taxes by the consolidation of Sargent and Ransom Counties, a resolution was passed favoring such consolidation.


Other townships in the county are contemplating holding similar meetings in the near future.

*******************

Sue’s Comments: I think it is interesting that the counties are still looking for ways to share services. I don’t think that letting the roads fall apart until the markets are better would be an option today with our mobile society and expectations to be able to travel wherever we want! 
