DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week’s article is taken from the December 4, 1919 issue of The Enderlin Independent.  This investigation would be the early version of “Law and Order”! 
***************************************************************
FINGER PRINTS AS EVIDENCE
Sheldon Burglary Case Offers Evidence New to North Dakota

For the first time in the history of North Dakota, “Finger Print” evidence was offered in evidence in the burglary case against young Dahm of Sheldon in District court at Lisbon yesterday.

When a store was burglarized in Sheldon last fall with seemingly no clue to the perpetrators, States Attorney Backlund found a piece of window glass under the window by which the burglars had entered the building, on which were what looked like finger marks.  The States Attorney then thought of the wonderful convictions that have been made in the large cities by the telltale finger marks of criminals and at once sent the piece of glass to an expert in this branch of criminology in St. Paul and had photographs made of the marks.  Then, by some scheming, he got prints of the fingers of several Sheldonites whom he had reason to suspect, with the result that he found a hand with the same finger prints as those on the glass and had his man apprehended. 

The case was being tried at Lisbon yesterday and created much interest.  There were three finger print experts present from different cities who testified positively to the identity of the marks.


While this form of criminal evidence is new to this state, it has been used with remarkable results in all the large cities of the world for several years and is now recognized as absolute evidence.  It is claimed by those who have made a study of finger prints that in comparing finger marks of four million persons, there were but two who had the same marking.  A soldier friend who was in the intelligence section of the army in France says he has taken the prints of thousands of soldiers and that these prints are filed away with other data of all soldiers.

*******************

Sue’s Comments: I had never thought about the fact that fingerprints were not used until the early 1900’s to establish identity. Now we can prove almost anything with DNA! 
 As I was reading that same paper, I noticed that there were also two criminal cases from Enderlin scheduled for court trial that week, both for bootlegging!  
*******************************

