DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week’s article is taken from the December 16, 1955 issue of The Fargo Forum.  I found it in a collection of articles saved by Lillian Roehm who was the Enderlin correspondent for the Forum for many years. 

***************************************************************
At Long Last!
Enderlin Assured It Will Get Trophy Won 

In ’40 Nebraska Baseball Event
Special to The Fargo Forum
ENDERLIN, N.D. – Enderlin is going to get the trophy that the city’s American Legion junior baseball team won in 1940 at York, Neb.


At least that’s the story brought home by Mrs. G. R. Schwandt of Enderlin, North Dakota, department secretary of the American Legion Auxiliary.


Here’s the way Mrs. Schwandt tells it:


She and a group of others from the Legion and auxiliary were on a train leaving Indianapolis, Ind. where they had attended a Legion child welfare conference.


During the conversation a man asked: “Is there anyone here from Enderlin, N.D.?”


Mrs. Schwandt said she was from Enderlin, and the man introduced himself as R. C. Patterson, adjutant of the Nebraska department of the American Legion.


“Tell those guys up in Enderlin that they’re going to get the trophy,” Mrs. Schwandt quoted Patterson.


She said that Patterson told her that he cannot find the trophy which members of the Enderlin team that won the regional tournament at York had seen in 1940 with the name of Lincoln, Neb., engraved on it.


Lincoln had a powerhouse of a junior Legion team that year and, according to the story, they were confident of winning the regional tourney.


But Enderlin defeated Lincoln, 4 to 3, in the final.


Mrs. Schwandt said Patterson said that a new trophy probably would have to be purchased and Enderlin’s name engraved thereon.


“Would I need a passport to get into Enderlin?” Patterson asked Mrs. Schwandt.


“We are kind of particular who comes into our town, but if you come carrying the trophy you’ll be welcome,” she replied.

*************

D. M. Geeslin and some others here at Enderlin are interpreting Patterson’s conversation as meaning that Patterson is toying with the idea of personally delivering the trophy.


“And if he does we’ll have some kind of celebration to honor Patterson and the receipt of the trophy,” Geeslin said.


The trophy came into the spotlight early last September when a Fargo Forum staff member visited Enderlin and heard about the trophy-less regional junior Legion champs of 1940.


The Fargo Forum telephoned Patterson at Lincoln and asked him “how come?”


He said he hadn’t heard about it before, but he would do some checking.


He also received letters after that from some of the folks at Enderlin.  

So maybe, after 15 years, Enderlin will get its trophy.

*******************

Sue’s Comments: I was excited to find the article concerning the trophy because I had heard the story many times before. Watch for next week’s article when we find out more about the delayed trophy! 
