DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The following article was found in the May 9, 1907 edition of The Ransom County Independent and tells us about the beginning of the Citizens State Bank of Enderlin.
***************************************************************
A NEW STATE BANK
A Strong Financial Institution With Plenty of Capital
Mr. Harold Thorson, of Elbow Lake, Minn., called at the Independent Office on last Friday and gave out the information that he would start a new bank here about July 1, or as soon as the building can be erected for it.
A lease has been secured from Thomas Sanness and plans are ready for a fire proof building to be placed thereon.

Mr. Thorson and his associates own and operate a chain of twelve banks in Minnesota and North Dakota.  He is a wide awake business man and a very successful banker.

The bank will be a state bank and will have a strong financial backing.  J. J. Gruye and several well-to-do farmers will take stock in it, beside Mr. Thorson and his partners.

It will be capitalized for $25,000 and prove a strong factor to help build up our town.

*******************
To follow up on this announcement, the following article was found in the July 11, 1907 edition of The Ransom County Independent. 

***********************
NEW BANK TO OPEN
A strong financial corporation, some of our best business men interested.

The Citizens State Bank will open its doors for transaction of the banking business in Enderlin on July 16th in the place formerly occupied by the First National.  That it will be a success is assured by the fact that so many of Enderlin’s most wide awake men are interested in its welfare.

With the strong financial banking that is given by its President Mr. Harold Thorson of Elbow Lake, the patrons and all others interested can rest assured of its ultimate success and security; Mr. Thorson also has had a large amount of experience in the business, this being one of twelve banks in which he is interested and, with his son J. M. Thorson as its managing cashier, the affairs of the Citizens State Bank will be conducted in a manner becoming a first class institution.
The new building soon to be occupied by the bank is going to be a neat two story structure; a barber shop will occupy the basement and office rooms will be finished on the second floor which will accommodate some professionally inclined person.

The citizens of Enderlin fully appreciate an up to date building and banking house, and will show their appreciation by giving them a liberal share of the patronage due to a strong, well managed banking corporation, famous for fair treatment and judicious business conservatism.
******************
Sue’s Comments:  The great-granddaughter of Mr. Harold Thorson stopped in Enderlin last year and was amazed to see the original bank building still standing!  She recently provided a family history on the Thorson family for our archives at the Museum along with photocopies of some early photos of the building and the interior.  She is attempting to locate the original photos for the Museum.  If anyone in the community has some early photos of this bank, please consider lending them to us for copying for an exhibit.

