DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The January 30, 1908 edition of The Ransom County Independent was listed as a “home industry” issue and gave us an insight into the business community of the day, including the need to promote doing business locally.  
***************************************************************
PATRONIZE HOME INDUSTRY
In drawing attention to our live, progressive business men in this part of the state, we desire also to urge the desirability of dealing with local merchants instead of catalogue houses, peddlers and other outsiders who contribute nothing to our advancement.  In view of equality of goods furnished by them, the local man sells as low and it should not be forgotten that the money spent at home remains in the community, but the dollar sent away never comes back.  A prosperous town raises the value of farm lands, but the practice of sending away for inferior goods will finally kill the smaller places. The catalogue house never gives credit, foists trash in many cases on their patrons and draws the life blood as it were from the rural communities.  In the long run, it will destroy opportunities for business careers and we will thus suffer from narrowing of opportunities and absorption of capital in the hands of the unscrupulous few.  Bring the ready cash to the merchant; he will make you right prices every time.  Give the local man a chance, believe him as readily as you do the catalogue and do not think that only the catalogue man will give you a square deal. The business man gives credit, contributes to all worthy enterprises aiming to help the town and county and he is a neighbor and friend as well as local merchant.
Therefore give him a chance at your trade, competition is keen in all lines, prices are at the proper level and remember too that the local goods are right.  The “cat” house often proceeds on the theory that the average man is not a judge of the value of goods and it is safe to palm off on him goods that home merchants will not handle.  Look on this home industry question from all sides and consider if it is worth while to kill scores of towns by sending your money to the city.

*******************
Sue’s Comments:  This is an article that could have been written today as well as back in 1908! Not much has changed except now our businesses also have to compete with internet sales!  Next week we will learn about some of these individual early businesses from the same issue of the paper.  
