DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The May 3, 1923 issue of The Enderlin Independent contained a couple of interesting ads about a popular pastime of the era.

***************
DAUB’S BARN DANCES

The barn dances at Will Daub’s will open the season May 5th, Saturday.  He is all rigged up for some dandy dances and it will be found the popular place for an evening’s entertainment.  He serves good suppers at the barn at midnight.
**********

WALSH’S OPENS SEASON


The popularity of barn dances was never greater and one of the best is at James Walsh’s.  He will give the first of the season at his barn on Thursday, May 10th.  Good music and a fine time for all.  Supper served.

********
The May 8, 1924 issue of The Enderlin Independent carried another barn dance article.




   *************
NEW FORD CAR GIVEN AWAY AT HOFFMAN’S BARN DANCE

John Hoffman, the “Barn Dance King”, is going to give away a new Ford Touring Car to the holder of the lucky number at his dance.  He sets aside a certain percentage of the amount received for dance tickets, for suppers, soft drinks, and spectators tickets, and when this sum amounts to about the actual cost of a new car he holds a drawing and whoever holds the lucky number gets the car absolutely free.  There are no strings to his offer.  Everybody gets an equal chance. The next dance date is Friday, May 9th, 1924 and on every Friday night hereafter.  Music by Bally-Ho Orchestra.  Hoffman’s farm is 11 miles S. of Casselton, 5 miles North of Leonard and 22 miles East of Enderlin. 

*************
Sue’s Comments:  Apparently there was big competition to have the most exciting barn dance, judging from the many ads and the incentives to get people to attend! The article tells us where the Hoffman barn was located but the other ads do not give the location of the Daub or Walsh barns.  Evidently they were more local and their location would have been common knowledge. Twenty-two miles to the Hoffman barn would probably have seemed quite a distance in the “Touring Car” of 1924!  
