DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
The January 3, 1918 issue of The Enderlin Independent contained an article about a holiday party.  However, since this was during World War I, the party was also of a patriotic nature. 
***************
CHAPTER MASONS GIVE WATCH PARTY
---------------

Masonic Hall Scene of One of Most Enjoyable Occasions of the Holiday Season

--------------


Last Tuesday night the members of Enderlin Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, “their wives and sweethearts” as the invitations read, gathered at Masonic hall to watch the old year out and the New Year in.


The guests came in costumes of all kinds imaginable, from the “sheeney” with his family, to the “culled gemman” with the approved style of self protection – the faithful razor.  This motley appearing and jolly crowd began dancing at 8:30 to the strains of the Jazz band and for a couple of hours all enjoyed the exercise and music without stint.  At 11 o’clock a cafeteria lunch was served which, in keeping with Mr. Hoover’s admonition, was not elaborate, yet every savory viand, from coffee to sandwiches, was delicious and partaken of with keen relish by the hungry dancers.


After lunch a party of the ladies dressed in Red Cross uniforms favored the audience with several patriotic vocal selections, which were well rendered and heartily enjoyed. Mrs. F. C. Williams gave a laughable recitation and graciously responded to a vociferous encore with another “side-splitter” better than the first.

As the closing number of the program, Mr. J.C. Harper gave a short patriotic address, that which there has never been heard a better in our city.  He brought home to his hearers the nearness of the conflict in which our nation is engaged as perhaps no one else could.  His remarks were eloquent, as coming from one who spoke from the heart.


The members of the Chapter and their ladies owe High Priest Huber a vote of thanks for one of the most pleasant gatherings they have attended in many years.
*************
Sue’s Comments:  Evidently, the “watch” party was to “watch” the New Year arrive. The reference to President Hoover and the Red Cross again indicates the seriousness of the world situation at the time and the recognition that many young Americans were serving their country in harms way. This party was held in the Masonic Hall but this was not the building which now houses our Museum since that building wasn’t built until 1927.  I found this article difficult to read with a lot of slang terminology that was new to me.  After doing a little research, I doubt that any modern journalist would use some of these terms which would not be “politically correct” in this day and age! 
