DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week we will look back at a review of 1955 to find out the big news in Enderlin at that time. This article was found in the January 5, 1956 issue of The Enderlin Independent.
***************
Town’s Biggest ’55 Job
New Elevator Nearly Finished


REACHING 117 feet into the air, the new addition to the Farmers Cooperative Elevator is the biggest single construction job, both in size and cost, in Enderlin in the past year.

Although the exterior metal sheathing probably will not be completed until warmer weather comes, the 60,000 bushel $80,000 elevator is expected to be in operation in a month or less.  The two elevator legs could handle 6,000 bushels of grain an hour, if it could be dumped that fast.  The new unit also was constructed so that grain can be run from it into the old 35,000 bushel elevator or from the old into the new unit.  The new unit has a 50 ton scale, as compared to the 20 ton scale in the old unit.

Equipment will also include a new grain cleaner.

OTHER MAJOR construction projects in Enderlin last year were the new Soo Line ice house and the municipal swimming pool.


The modern 40 by 90 feet icehouse replaced the old structure, measuring 40 by 135 feet, that had been used about 60 years.  The new ice house has a capacity of 2,000 tons, about two-thirds the capacity of the old structure, but will deliver the same amount because in the old house about 30 per cent of the ice melted.  Cost of the ice house was about $45,000.


The swimming pool started as a $35,000 project – the amount of the bond issue voted by the citizens of Enderlin – but final cost will be about $38,000.  Installation of various extras added $3,000 to the original estimate, and that amount now is being raised by contributions from individuals and organizations.  The fund has reached $1,742.07.

 *************

Sue’s Comments: Compared to today’s massive concrete structures, the elevator constructed in 1955 would seem like a miniature!  However, I am sure at the time it was considered a huge, state-of-the-art structure! It is also interesting that the Soo Line still had enough need for an ice house so they constructed a new and better one.  As for the swimming pool, this must have been a most exciting time for the community!  Some of the issues from the 1956 INDEPENDENT have a special column called “Poolerama” written by Grace Lehman devoted solely to the swimming pool social activities! 
