DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week’s article was found in the March 29, 1923 issue of The Enderlin Independent.
***************
SHELDON SCHOOL GOES UP IN SMOKE
---------------

Sheldon’s educational facilities suffered a crushing blow last Friday when the handsome public school building was burned to the ground.

The fire was caused by the explosion of an alcohol lamp, used in fumigating the rooms.  The janitor had started to clean up the recitation rooms and had lamps burning in the grade rooms on the first floor.  He was working up stairs when the explosion occurred, but could not get into the room where the fire started because the gas and smoke was stifling.  He gave the alarm and the townspeople rushed out en masse but the fire swept through the building with a roar and nothing could be done to save it.


The fire department turned out and worked valiantly to do something to stop the flames, but they were handicapped by the hydrants being frozen up, and when finally they did find one plug that was usable, the hose froze up in the middle and they were powerless to get water on the flames.


A new building will be erected this summer, it has been decided, and in the meantime, there will be no loss of school time.  Regular sessions of the school will be resumed, the board having made arrangements for schoolroom space in the community building, the Masonic Temple and the basement of the Presbyterian Church.  The term will be completed in these quarters.  New books and equipment have been ordered.


The building valued at more than $50,000 and the equipment were entirely destroyed.  The fire spread so rapidly that it was impossible to save any of the equipment, save that in the commercial course rooms.  Records in Superintendent Holland’s office on the second floor also were saved.

The fire was sucked up through the ventilating system.  The wood partitions in the basement caught fire almost immediately, and it was impossible to save any of the contents.  The fire broke through the first floor within a few minutes after the explosion.
The dense smoke made it impossible for the firemen to enter the building.  Several gas masks were pressed into service, and firemen scaled the water spouting and succeeding in entering the commercial room.  Eight typewriters, a set of encyclopedias and all of the school records, which were in the superintendent’s office, were removed.


The school building was a nine room structure entirely of brick.  The main floor of the building was erected 20 years ago, and an addition was made 12 years ago.  The brick walls are standing, but were so badly damaged by the fire that they will have to be torn down.


The building was valued at more than $50,000 and was covered by $24,000 insurance. The board carried $8,000 on the equipment.

 *************

Sue’s Comments: I find it interesting that they fumigated the rooms with highly-volatile alcohol lamps. I found an article in the 1929 Journal of American Health where they are chastising schools for the practice of closing schools and fumigating them to control disease.  The Journal advised public health authorities to abandon all fumigation since fumigation did not control the infections and, instead, should examine students daily, exclude all suspects, and have suspicious absentees followed and quarantined. 
