DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week we will dig back a little deeper in the archives and bring you an article found in the December 27, 1906 issue of The Ransom County Independent published in Enderlin.
***************
Passenger No. 106 Crashes into Yard Engine 441
-------------------------
Ten Dead. 37 Seriously Hurt. Citizens Respond Nobly to Relieve the Dead and Dying.  Dr. Gerrish, 11 Physicians, 5 Trained Nurses in Charge of Wounded.

---------------


One of the most unfortunate wrecks that is the lot of any rail road occurred on the morning of last Sunday, just northwest of the town and over the county line.


As Ginty, who was pulling 106, was coming into Enderlin yard limits, he collided with engine 441 and a string of cars that was being switched by the night yard crew, smashing eight freight cars into kindling wood, badly damaging both engines, the mail and baggage cars and completely destroying the smoker.  Nine passengers that were riding in the smoker were killed outright.  The passengers were ticketed through with two exceptions, that of W.R. Danielson, of Sheldon, who was killed and Frank Barnes of this city who had his left leg crushed. The following are the names of the killed: Nelse C. Hansen of Kenmare; H.J. Valking of Anamoose; John Suttengerg of Anamoose; Charles Backers of Bergen; Herman Rosenbaun of Bergen, Tony Glyn of Velva; W.R. Danielsson of Sheldon; Lord Delaval Beresrod, Medicine Hat, Canada; Ole Thompson, who died after getting to the hospital. 

The accident occurred in Cass County, only a few feet from the county line and a joint inquest was held on the dead.  The following men served on the jury from Ransom Co: J.R. Crugg, J.C. Wilson, and Isaac Luker; from Cass Co: Jas. Anderson, J.B. Olsen, E.E. Stangler, all from Alice.  Dr Paterson from Lisbon was assisted by Dr. Savage of Davenport as coroners.


After deliberating on the subject and listening to testimony until late Sunday night, the jury returned a sealed verdict, which in substance was, “Death caused by the Soo Ry. Co. not having competent men employed in the switch yard.”


Mr. Danielson was employed by the J.I. Case Company as their expert machine man and resided at Sheldon, which was his destination for the purpose of spending a happy Christmas with his family.  He leaves a wife and six children to mourn the loss of a loving father and a kind husband.  He was a member of the Sheldon Masonic lodge, from which a committee was sent to care for the remains and take them to Sheldon.

Engineer Frank Barnes’ leg was so seriously hurt that he went to a Minneapolis hospital for care and treatment.


(To be continued next week.)

 *************

Sue’s Comments:  How tragic this must have been right before Christmas! The “county line” referred to in the article would be the Ransom/Cass line (now Highway 46). Next week we will learn more about the response from the community and how they dealt with such a tragedy back in the town’s infancy. It is interesting to note that there was an immediate inquest and a verdict blaming the accident on the switch yard employees.

