DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week we will continue the article found in the December 27, 1906 issue of The Ransom County Independent published in Enderlin.  The tragic train wreck involved Passenger Train No. 106 which crashed into Yard Engine 441 just on the northwest edge of town killing 10 and injuring 37 others. 
***************
(Train wreck article continued)
As soon as the crash came the uninjured passengers and passengers-in-waiting at the depot did all they could to assist Conductor Shaw in aiding the suffering and relieve them from their perilous position.  One man was found pinned to the ceiling of the smoking car and the timbers had to be chopped away to release him.  Two boys who were sitting several seats apart were thrown together and on the same seat, their bodies protected by the door frame, but their feet were securely pressed to the floor, holding them like a man in stocks; the boys were only slightly injured.

The officials of the Soo Line here did all in their power to make the injured comfortable, giving them and the uninjured ones the hospitality of the Hilton House.  Nurses were brought from Valley City and Courtenay to care for them and every one seemed to do their best to aid the afflicted and distressed.  Twelve doctors were secured from Enderlin and the surrounding towns in a short space of time.

The City Fire Hall was used as a morgue and the Enderlin hospital was crowded to its utmost capacity with the most seriously hurt.

J.T. Miller of Dexter, Minnesota died on Tuesday making ten deaths in all.  There are two more that are not expected to live, the most serious case is of Henry Swenson of Benedict, who is injured about the hips and thighs.

 *************

Sue’s Comments:   I did find additional information about this train wreck in the Daily Chronicle of Marshall, Michigan published on 12/24/1906. That article states that the train originated in Moose Jaw, Canada and was due in Enderlin at 11:45 p.m. but was about two hours late so the engineer was running at high speed to try to make up the lost time. The article further states that the collision was head-on and both engines were wrecked. The passenger cars were thrown down a small embankment.  Several of the day coaches were turned upside down and the passengers pinned beneath the wreckage which caught fire from the car stoves. The article states that axes were used to break open the overturned cars to remove the dead and injured as quickly as possible as it was a race between the rescuers and the flames. 
As you can see, there were some discrepancies between the local story and the article published in Michigan about the accident.  One appears to blame the engineer while the other faults the switch yard crew.  Does anyone have any further information about this wreck?  
We have many, many pictures at the Museum of various historic Soo Line train wrecks!  Be sure to stop by to view them!

