DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week’s article is taken from a sales booklet entitled “Success Washing Machine built by S. Morgan Smith, Manufacturer of Turbine Water Wheels, Mill Gearing and Machinery” of York, PA.  The handwritten date on the booklet is 1884. 
***************
HISTORY OF THE INVENTION
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Washing Machine,





The Washing Machine described in this book is one of a number of my inventions much appreciated by the public.  More than $100,000 worth have been sold in various parts of the United States and Foreign Countries.  

In North Carolina, where I was raised, I often observed as a boy, the efficient manner in which clothing were cleansed by the strong hands of colored women, and have incorporated as much of the hand-washing principle into the working of the “SUCCESS” as is possible.


When building the first machine, nothing was further from my mind than the fact that the device would be duplicated by hundreds and thousands, and sold throughout the civilized world.  But soon after completion, neighbors visited the laundry, and a demand began to arise for the invention, which all declared to surpass all else ever seen in its line.


The cost of the first machine was about one hundred dollars but by the application of skilled labor and machinery specially adapted for use in building these Washers, the cost of production has been reduced more than ten fold.  It was my purpose to make a machine to fill a want in my own family and that without regard to expense – feeling that not only convenience but the laws of health demanded an improved method of doing the work in the laundry department.


It is well known to the medical profession and other intelligent observers, that many thousand females, from the exposure of washing over tubs of warm water until the pores of the skin are opened by the steam and heat, contract colds by thrusting their hands and arms into cold rinse water.  These colds are the parent of painful diseases and often premature death.


The construction of the “SUCCESS” is such as to confine steam and protect its operators from the heat of the warm suds, and in rinsing, the arms need not be wet. Slopping water is also prevented and hence the feet are not exposed to wet floors, and washing is done without periling the health. Ladies may go to the machine well dressed and ready for the reception of company, and do a families washing without soiling any portion of their garments.


The country being filled with more than a hundred different styles of washing machines, and the wants of the public still unmet in the laundry, (I) resolved to find out if possible the secret of the failure (on the part of the machinists in America and other countries, to invent a good washing machine).  To believe it impossible to build such a machine, seemed inconsistent with the genius of man and the progress of mechanical arts of the nineteenth century; yet the history of the efforts made for this purpose appeared to warrant the belief generally entertained that “no machine could be made to wash clean and satisfactory, all kinds of garments.”



Faithlessness in the willingness of house keepers to pay what a good machine must necessarily cost, seemed to have led the inventors and manufacturers to exhaust their genius and skill in devising machines which would do the work perfectly but instead, CHEAP MACHINES, which would serve as EXCUSES for washing machines and SELL WELL. 
***************
Sue’s Comments: Interesting how the writer is even blaming ill health on doing laundry.  Next week we will find out more about this “amazing new invention” including its cost! Looking at the picture of the machine with its open gears makes one wonder how many people were injured by becoming entangled in those parts.
