DID YOU KNOW……..

A look back at early area history as found in the archives of the Enderlin Historical Society and Museum ……… by Susan Schlecht
This week’s article is the final portion of the information taken from a sales booklet entitled “Success Washing Machine built by S. Morgan Smith, Manufacturer of Turbine Water Wheels, Mill Gearing and Machinery” of York, PA.  The handwritten date on the booklet is 1884. This one should be good for a few laughs!
***************
DIRECTIONS FOR USE

 1st.  Set the machine level and put in one and a half pails of hot, soft water, with soap enough to make strong suds.

2nd. Place a sufficient amount of clothing between the washers for the machine when in motion to revolve them.


3rd.  All garments badly soiled should be soaked three or four minutes and soaped well, rubbing the soap into the fabric.


4th. The cleanest bleached white clothing should be first put into the machine – the unbleached white clothing next, and the most soiled and hardest worn last.  Should the water in the machine become greatly discolored, occasionally draw off a portion of it and add pure hot water in its place.


5th. If, when wringing the clothing out, dirt streaks or spots remain upon an article, rub soap immediately thereon, pressing the soap into the fabric, and return it at once to the machine with the next batch of clothing.


6th. When through the first water the bleached articles should be placed into a vessel and well scalded. The unbleached, if badly soiled, (as farmers’ clothing usually are in summer,) should be washed the second time and then boiled about 15 minutes.  Following the second washing of the fine white clothing, the coarse white clothing should be washed, then the light calicoes, and after those the more darkly colored ones.


7th. When thus far take the dirty water from the machine, rinse it well and put in 1 ½ to 2 pails of hot water, and wash the scalded bleached clothing, following up with the unbleached and calicoes as above stated.


8th. This done, run the clothing through two rinse waters, blueing the latter, and the washing will be done.

9th. White stockings and shirt wristbands, when badly soiled, must be soaped and left in the machine much longer than other clothing.

From 2 to 3 minutes is usually sufficient time to wash one batch of clothing (soiled shirts excepted.) One half minute is sufficient time to rinse a machine full of clothing.

By means of a thumb-screw at the end of the Pitman, the washers may be brought nearer or set wider apart.  The machine will run a fraction lighter and wash a very soiled garment quicker if the washers are not set too wide apart.


Families whose clothing are but little soiled, need not wash them through more than one water, and if then scalded, they need not be boiled.


By following the above directions, the machine will do all that is claimed for it.

***************
Sue’s Comments:  WOW!  I can hardly believe all the instructions necessary to wash clothes!  The washer may have been advertised to do all the work, even while wearing a  fancy dress, but a person still had to heat and carry all the water, both in and out, then boil some of the clothes, and rub soap into the really soiled items just like they would have to do with the scrub board! Then after emptying the machine of the dirty water, they had to carry clean cold water for the rinsing!  I doubt anyone was going to be doing any of this in their fancy dress!  
We have a really great early-day laundry exhibit at the Museum with old washers, boilers, washboards, irons, etc.  If you have any early day laundry items you would like to donate, please contact us!

